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induce " men and women, more especially young men and women,
to take an interest and to examine and search for themselves into the
many wonderful phenomena which we see all around," yet there is
in many instances a want of scientific precision which is apt to lead
to erroneous ideas, and the names of the fossils are often mis-spelt.
These are faults which we cannot but regret to see, and they pre-
vent our commending the book so highly as we should have liked to
do; we hope however th«y will be carefully removed before the
issue of the second edition.

HI.—A HANDY-BOOK OF BOCK NAMES, WITH BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS
OF THE EOCKS. By G. HENRY KINAHAN. 8VO., pp. 139.
(London : Eobert Hardwicke, 1873.)

WE heartily recommend this little work by Mr. Kinahan. Petro-
logy is far behindhand in this country, as we are constantly

reminded when we want a work of reference. Cotta's Lithology, as
translated by Lawrence, was a great boon; but there is much to be
done yet.

Mr. Kinahan's book is divided into three parts—I. A Classified
table of Bocks; II. and III. Descriptions of the two orders Ingenites
and Derivate Bocks. Under Ingenite rocks are included all the true
igneous, intrusive, or irruptive rocks, whether they are still in their.
original state or have been subsequently affected by metamorphic
action, as also the metamorphosed sedimentary rocks ; since all these
have been formed within or below the surface of the earth. Under
Derivate rocks are included all the sedimentary rocks, and those of
organic origin.

The author has adopted Dana's suggestion in using the ending
yte for rock names, so as to distinguish the rock masses from the
minerals, such as Augite, Steatite, etc. Hence we have Augyte,
Syenyte, Dolomyte, etc., but Granite is still spelt in the old way—
we should like to know the reason why !

A very useful and important feature in this work is the number of
local names explained—but there is much to be done in rendering
this part more complete, even Page's " Hand-Book " will add some.
A serious omission we have to call attention to, and that is the want
of a complete index to the volume. This is not by any means fur-
nished by the classified table, without page references, and the index
of those names not mentioned in it.

IV.—TABLE OF BRITISH STRATA, SHOWING THEIR ORDER OF SUPER-
POSITION AND BELATIVE THICKNESS. For the Use of Schools.
By H. W. BRISTOW, F.B.S., F.G.S., Director of the Geological
Survey of England and Wales. (London: Chapman and Hall,
1873.

IN our January Number this year we noticed a Table of British
Sedimentary and Fossiliferous Strata prepared by Mr. Bristow;

we have just received a second one, which is of a different character,
being in the form of a coloured diagram. This diagram shows in a
very clear and distinct manner the relative thicknesses of the rocks,
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not in one column only, but the relative thicknesses of each sub-
division in columns parallel to the groups and systems and other
larger divisions. Thus we have the Upper, Middle, and Lower
Lias shown in one column, with the other minor subdivisions of the
British rocks; adjoining this the Lias is coloured as a whole; in the
next column the whole Oolitic series has one colour; then the Lower
Mesozoic period; then the Mesozoic; and lastly the Neozoic cycle.
The minor subdivisions of the Carboniferous period are. shown with
their variations in different localities, and some additional notes are
given on the margin of the diagram jn regard to this and some of the
other series of rocks.

We -may unhesitatingly call it the best pictorial table of strata
we have seen; it is a little over four feet in length and not quite
two feet in breadth. We consider the essential feature of it, namely,
the exhibition of the relative thicknesses of the rocks, as a very im-
portant one, especially in a school diagram, as too often exaggerated
notions of the importance of a series may be obtained from a con-
sideration of its sub-divisions. Thus, to cite a single illustration,
but few are aware that the Lower Silurian rocks are thicker than
the entire mass of the Secondary strata. Such facts however get
fixed in one's mind, by the aid of a Diagram, more easily than by
any other means.

V.—PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY. By SYDNEY B. J. SKBRTOHLY, F.G.S.
8vo., pp. 196. (London : Thomas Murby, 1872.)

THIS little work, the first of Murby's " Series of Science Manuals,"
treats the subject of Physical Geography in a simple and ele-

mentary way, and yet with a completeness that will render it very
useful as a class-book for schools, and as a manual for junior students.
There is considerable freshness in the style in which the subject-
matter is put before the reader, and some original observations are
contained in it. In regard to the adoption of the term " Transtratic,"
which the author proposes to apply to such springs as return their
water to the surface at points more or less distant from the source
whence it was derived, we offer a gentle protest against it. It seems
to us not sufficiently in accordance with the motto of the work, Vtile
et dulce; it sounds harsh, and we should prefer Transmittent, or
even Interstratic, as being equally suitable, and as being somewhat
more euphonious into 'the bargain.

VI.—PHE-HISTORIC MAN IN BELGIUM. By M. E. DUPONT. L'Homme
pendant les ages de la Pierre dans les environs de Dinant-sur-
Meuse. 2me- edit. 8vo. pp. 250. (Bruxelles: C. Muquardt. 1873.)

THIS work is devoted to the discussion of the earliest known indi-
cations of Man in Belgium, when he was the contemporary of

the Mammoth, Hyaena, and Cave-bear. Living then by the chase,
and inhabiting caves, he has left numerous remains, which form
materials for tracing out his history, and show that his manners and
customs and industry, taken altogether, were somewhat analogous to
those of the Esquimaux of the present day. Finally, M. Dupont


